
MINUTES  
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

SPECIAL MEETING 
MARCH 13, 2013 

6:00 PM 
 

 
13-29 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The Alpine Township Board held a special meeting on Wednesday, March 13, 2013 at the Alpine 
Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice. Supervisor 
Arends called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean 
Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, and Trustees Ron Cordes, Jim May, William Schweitzer, and 
Mike Wahlfield.  Building Official Gary Campbell, Planner Sue Becker, Township Attorney Jeff 
Sluggett and Township Engineer Mike Oezer were present.  Public Services Committee members 
Gary Slykhouse and Ted Wallace were in attendance.  Plainfield Charter Township representatives 
were Manger Bob Homan, Water Department Director Rick Solle, and Township Engineer Bob 
VanderMale.  The proper noticing for the special meeting has taken place.   
 
The agenda was approved by consensus. 
 
 
13-30  SEWER AGREEEMENT DISCUSSION 
 
Supervisor Arends provided a brief history of the recent discussions regarding the Mill Creek Trunk 
sewer.  The original proposal was to draft an updated agreement with Plainfield Charter Township, 
for among other items, the payment of 50% of the sewer trunkage fees to Alpine Township.  A 
suggestion has been proposed by Plainfield Township and Rick Solle which is to pay Alpine a lump 
sum dollar amount as a buyout.  
 
Attorney Sluggett explained that two separate agreements between the municipalities were drawn 
up in 1999 and again in 2002.  These agreements have been subject to much interpretation over the 
years.  A new updated agreement would be very specific, lay out the boundaries and expectations of 
the service areas and would lock Plainfield into a specific payback.  The draft agreement has been 
distributed to the Alpine Board.   
 
Sluggett noted that a lump sum payment would make the administration of the Mill Creek trunk 
sewer easy and would put the previous agreements “to bed” with finality for both parties.  He 
explained that the payment would be a good deal for both Townships if a dollar amount can be 
found that is agreeable.  One positive result would be less administrative headaches in the future.  
As for the collection of the Mill Creek sewer trunkage fees, each municipality would be keep the 
entire fee paid by the users within their respective Township.    
 
Engineer VanderMale reviewed the boundary maps as well as the exact location of the Mill Creek 
trunk sewer and district.  Discussion took place regarding the areas master planned in Plainfield 
Township that are within their sanitary service district and the areas where trunkage fees would be 
collected.  
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VanderMale also reviewed his memo dated 03/05/13 which summarized the Mill Creek Trunk 
Sewer costs and payments.  He explained another method to determine future payments that could 
be based on future REU’s and the development of vacant property which is dependent on zoning.  
The lump sum buyout amount offered by Plainfield would be $130,000 to $135, 000.    
 
Township Engineer Oezer stated that he has reviewed VanderMale’s memo as well as the summary 
costs and payments to date.  He supplied information on the pros and cons to the Plainfield lump 
sum proposal.  A lump sum amount would make sense as Alpine would have the money in hand and 
no longer need to administer the collection of the Mill Creek sewer trunkage fees.  The numbers 
presented for the buyout look reasonable. It is unknown at this time what the rate of development 
will be for the vacant properties in Plainfield making it difficult to determine when and if the fees 
could be collected in the future. Oezer stated that if the Alpine decides to settle on the original idea 
of an updated agreement he would not recommend a 15 year sunset.    
 
Manager Homan stated that there no negotiations underway or plans for proposed new development 
for those properties in the northern part of the sewer service area.  The current zoning of the vacant 
properties in the Plainfield Township sewer district is residential use.   
 
Alpine Township Board members and Staff discussed the information received. If a dollar amount 
cannot be decided upon the fallback would be an updated agreement for the Mill Creek sewer with 
Plainfield Charter Township.  A lengthy discussion took place on the issue of verifying the dollar 
amount for the buyout.  Treasurer Townsend stated that he has many questions about the buyout 
dollar figure and that the Township will need to work on verifying the amount paid by Plainfield to 
date.   Planner Becker stressed the importance of having Exhibit “A” which is the Mill Creek 
Sanitary Sewer district boundaries attached to any new agreements drafted between the two 
municipalities.     
 
Attorney Sluggett outlined the buyout option and will convey to the information to the Plainfield 
Board.  He will move forward to work on the repeal the 1999 and 2002 agreement.  Both parties 
will work to determine a one-time buyout payment dollar amount.  A map outlining the sewer 
service areas from 6 to 7-Mile and for the area north 7-Mile be will part of the agreement and future 
connection fees will stay in their respective Townships.   
 
The consensus from Alpine Township Board members and consultants was to continue to work 
on a buyout agreement with Plainfield Charter Township for the Mill Creek trunk sewer with the 
exact dollar amount to be determined for the buyout amount. 
 
The timing of future meetings in Alpine and Plainfield were discussed as well as meeting date for 
the Plainfield Utility Board and Alpine Public Services Committee 
 
 
13-31  WATER AGREEMENT DISCUSSION 
 
Attorney Sluggett reviewed the major items in the proposed updates to the water agreement which 
are complex.  The original and draft water agreements have been placed in a side by side format for 
better review.  The proposed agreement will clarify the ownership of the water lines, payment 
procedures and the determination of REU’s.  A request by Alpine to expand the current water 
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service district to include Jeanola Drive and 5-Mile Road has been reviewed and Plainfield 
Township has stated that they are willing to increase the size of the district to include this area.  In 
addition, Alpine Township has recently participated in a DWRF in the Westgate sub-division to 
replace old cast iron mains and is obligated to pay one-half of the project loan cost.   
 
Supervisor Arends noted that the first proposed draft agreement included the entire payoff of the 
DWRF loan.  This item has been taken is off the table for inclusion in any updated agreement and 
for discussion at this point. 
 
Engineer VanderMale provided historical information on the water systems and improvements 
made in Alpine over the course of several years.   
  
A lengthy discussion took place about the ownership of the water lines that Alpine constructed and 
paid for in the past.  The 1999 agreement as well as the discontinuance of the 425 Agreement with 
Plainfield stated that all the water lines belong to Plainfield. The intertwining of the water lines 
would make it extremely difficult both physically and financially for Alpine to disengage from 
Plainfield. 
 
Manager Homan stated that the intent of the agreement is not to control development in Alpine 
Township.  He stated that Plainfield plans to do a rate study in the future to simplify the method of 
calculating rates. He explained the importance of having a master plan for the Plainfield water 
system.   
 
Engineer Vander Male noted that the new agreement will give Alpine authority to extend water 
mains if it is deemed reasonable and upon review and approval of the Plainfield Water Department.   
 
A discussion took place on future development and it was noted that Plainfield cannot place 
surcharges on development in Alpine Township.  Alpine residents cannot be charged more for their 
water service than the residents of Plainfield.  Also discussed was the mandatory hook up 
requirements which is part of the existing agreement.     
 
Alpine Building Official Campbell had several questions regarding the calculations used to 
determine the number of REU’s and square footage for a building.  He explained the differences 
between making this determination in accordance with the State building code, declared uses on 
building plans, and requirements of the North Kent Sewer Authority.  Manger Homan stated that 
Plainfield Township reserves the right to determine and approve the final number of REU’s 
assigned.  
 
Township Engineer Oezer noted that Alpine will have a seat on the Plainfield Water Advisory 
board.  He stated that Alpine will need to participate and review Plainfield’s policies for 
consistency.   
 
Attorney Sluggett noted that both parties need to continue their review of the sewer proposal and 
the current water agreements. 
  
The Plainfield consultants left the meeting at 7:47 p.m.   
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13-32  ALPINE BOARD AND CONSULTANT DISCUSSION 
 
The Township Board and consultants continued their discussion on several water topics.  It was 
noted that hydrant fees and other fees charged to Alpine resident cannot be any more than those fees 
charged to Plainfield residents.   
 
It was noted that Planner Thomas has been collecting questions regarding an updated water service 
agreement with Plainfield Township.  Information and answers to the questions will need to be 
explored.  
 
Attorney Sluggett stated that an updated water agreement will clarify existing arrangements for both 
Townships.  He explained that there are some built in protections for Alpine especially in the areas 
of indemnification and liability which are not in place under the existing agreement.     
 
 
13-33  ADJOURNMENT 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
_____________________________   ________________________________      
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk      Alex Arends, Supervisor   
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